
TOWN OF TAGHKANIC  
ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

August 7, 2017 
 
 

Members present:  Joyce Thompson, Chair; Members: Donn Critchell, Moisha Blechman, Al Huehnel, John Roberts;  
ZC Secretary Linda Swartz  
Excused:  Elizabeth O’Donnell, ZC Consultant Ted Fink 
Absent:  Kathy Bainer 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 5:07 by Joyce Thompson.   
 
Approval of Minutes: 
The Minutes from the July 31, 2017 meeting were not received by all ZC members.  Linda will re-send the Minutes and the 
approval will be tabled until the next meeting. 
 
Continue Review of Article 20, Version 4 (Definitions): 
ZC will review Article 20 to be sure that all prohibited uses are defined. 

 Easement:  Add "See Right of Way" to the end of this definition. 

 Eating Establishment, Fast Food:  The ZC discussed Ted's note that this definition is designed to permit a fast food 
operation (such as Dunkin' Donuts or Subway) as an accessory to a gas station.  The ZC recognizes that this 
combination of gas station, convenience store, and fast food is common and necessary to the successful 
operation of most gas stations.  Moisha voiced opposition to promoting businesses that serve unhealthy foods.   

 ECHO Unit:  An affordable housing alternative for the elderly.  The allowable square footage of an ECHO unit is 
essentially the same as a common manufactured home based on the square footage in Article 60. 

 Need to add a definition for "Electric Vehicle Charging Station".  (See Gasoline Filling Station below.) 

 Farm:  Changes may be necessary depending on the outcome of the discussion on Animal Husbandry. 

 Farm Animals:  Ask Ted about the new statement at the end of this definition regarding animals kept in CAFOs. 

 Farm Industry:  Split into three separate sentences, ending first sentence after "character thereof"; second 
sentence begins with “The objective…” and ends after "agricultural enterprise"; and the third sentence will begin 
with “Such use shall be...". 

 Forest Management:  Changed for clarity as follows: "The management of forests to provide for the sustainable 
production of wood and wood products; to provide outdoor recreation; to maintain, restore or enhance 
environmental conditions for wildlife and wildlife habitats; and to provide for the protection of water quality and 
production of water supplies, conservation of soil, carbon sequestration, and protection of scenic qualities." 

 Fowl:  Add "or" after domesticated. 

 Gasoline Filling Station:  "Electric Vehicle Charging Station" should be the first accessory use listed  

 Golf Course:  This is a prohibited use (due to the use of pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers).  Prohibited uses 
must be defined to close loopholes.  Should mini-golf be prohibited since dangerous chemicals aren't commonly 
used on such golf courses?  Ask Ted.  If it's permitted, it will have to be clearly defined. 

 Group Home /Community Residence:  Change second phrase of first sentence to read "using a plan based on an 
intentionally structured relationship that provides organization and stability." 

 Home-Based Business:  Change "accessory building" to "accessory dwelling unit".  This allows for a person living 
in an accessory dwelling on a lawful residential lot to have a home-based business. 

 Hospital:  Say "See Medical Facilities" and move this definition to the “Hospital” entry under "Medical Facilities".   

 House Lot:  Is this definition necessary?  Does the term "house lot" appear anywhere in the regulations?  There 
are already many other "lot" definitions.  As Ted. 

 Household Pets:  Change to "Household Pets, Customary".  Remove last sentence as it would result in prohibiting 
reptiles which are essentially harmless, like anoles and geckos.  ZC had a discussion about how to address the 
issue of unconventional dangerous or venomous pets, as they could present a danger to the public and first 
responders.  Language to address such a situation needs to be added to this definition.  

 Housing:  The items listed under this heading specifically refer to special needs housing, and the heading should 
therefore be changed to make that clear (Housing, Special Needs).  "Group Home/Community Residence" should 
be added to this  grouping.  The general definition titled "Housing" include either a list or cross-reference to the 
following uses:  Apartment, Boarding House, Cabin, Condominium, Dormitory, Dwelling,  ECHO Unit, 
Manufactured Housing, Modular Housing, and Senior Citizen Housing.  Get Ted’s thoughts. 

 Junkyard:  A prohibited use.  This definition says "an area of land with or without buildings", but storing 
unregistered vehicles out of sight in buildings is typically okay.  This definition needs to be more clear.  Ask Ted.   
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 Kiosk:  Change "vend" to "sell". 

 Landfill or Dump:   "Dump" will have its own definition but will cross-reference "Landfill".  remove the word 
"primarily" for the first sentence and change "dump" to "landfill" in last sentence.  Both Dump and Landfill are 
prohibited uses. 

 Lot Coverage:  "including all impervious surfaces" will be moved up to follow the word "structures" at the 
beginning of the sentence. 

 LOT:  Flag Lot: This definition would benefit from the addition of graphics.   

 Manufactured Housing:  Split into two sentences:  End first sentence after "electrical systems" and begin second 
sentence with "Such structures must be manufactured in accordance with..." 

 Manufactured Housing Park Development:   Change "two or more" to "more than two". 

 Medical Facilities:  New definition of "Hospital" (Article 20, Version 4, page 14) should be shown here.  (See 
“Hospital” above.) 

 
 
 
New or Continuing Business: 

From the Commission:  None 
From the Public:  None 

 
 
 
Next Meeting: 
The next Zoning Commission meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 21, 2017 beginning at 5 p.m. at the Town Hall.   
Ted plans to be in attendance.  ZC will continue review of Article 20, beginning with “Mineral” on Page 17.  Be sure you 
have Version 4 of Article 20 with you for this discussion. 
 
The first meeting in September is scheduled for Labor Day (September 4).  Joyce asked ZC members if that was okay; only 
John said he might not be able to attend.  Joyce will ask Elizabeth and Ted if they are okay with meeting on Labor Day.  
The meeting time will be 5 to 7. 
 
 
 
Motion to adjourn:  Moisha Blechman      Seconded by:  Al Huehnel 

Ayes:  4 (Blechman, Huehnel, Critchell, Roberts)   Nays:  0  Abstained: 0 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:10 
 
 
Public audience:   Walter Thompson 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by:  Linda Swartz 


